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Hospitals
Since the churches are all hospitals, we understand that we are all there in the emergency room for triage: for we are all gross sinners, sick with grave sin, in need of the immediate medical attention of the LORD Jesus Christ, chief of both medicine and surgery.

Some of us have been under His treatment for a considerable length of time: we are now privileged to serve as minor assistants under His direct attention and instruction through the Holy Spirit, His immediate partner and surgical helper.  We are hospitals for sinners.

Are we, His servants, being truly obedient?

Doors
You enter the doors to the emergency room of such a hospital for the first time and happen to overhear a triage discussion.  Do you hear this?

They are a terrible criminal:  By what punishment will we start the healing process?  Or, how many stripes will it take to beat it out of them?  Jail!  Jail!  Life imprisonment; that’s the cure.  Or, possibly, the death penalty is the only cure for this sinner?

NO!  NO!  NO!  A thousand times NO!  This is a hospital, not a courtroom during an arraignment hearing.  The arraignment hearing is already over; the LORD Jesus Christ stood in your place and mine, in everyone’s place; accepted our judgment; accepted our punishment in death on the Cross; and overcoming death by death, has risen from the dead.  He is our legal Cornerstone.  He has made the Apostles and the Prophets (Moses is certainly one of the Prophets) the foundation under our feet (Ephesians 2:20).  This is not a courtroom.  The courtroom was decided and ended, finished in AD 30 at Passover.

But Passover is not the end of things: Pentecost lies just fifty days ahead in AD 30.  The risen LORD Jesus Christ is not done with us: He wants to heal our behavior, our never-ending sinfulness, with His blood, His righteousness, by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Into surgery we must go; we must be made over: recreated in His sinless image and likeness.  The Great Potter must reshape us.  The Holy Spirit must write the Law on our hearts: so that we love it.

The risen LORD Jesus Christ is still not done with us: we are not perfect yet.  Because of the rejection of Christ, Tabernacles lies forty years away.  After surgery, we begin to obey, one step at a time: by grace, through faith; as, through the power of the Holy Spirit, we take up our crosses and begin to follow Jesus: we must walk after Jesus for the rest of our lives, forty years or however long those years may be.

To follow Jesus carrying our crosses means that we give up the lives that we wanted to live and begin to seek the lives that the Father and the Son want us to live.  And so, we begin along the road to complete and perfect healing: when, at Tabernacles, which is death, we finally reach Paradise and perfection.

Madhouses
How is it, then, that when we enter the doors of some hospitals, we hear nothing but the maddened, enraged, insane screams of Crucify Him.  Crucify Him.  Crucify Him.  We want justice.  We demand justice.  String him up; NOW!

This is a hospital, not police headquarters, not the courthouse, not the death chamber.  How can Christians who are so deserving of punishment themselves be screaming, demanding of justice for others?  Don’t they realize that justice was already served on our LORD Jesus Christ at His Cross?  The work of a hospital is not justice: it is curing, healing, restoration, saving from the jaws of death.

Divisions
Even so, there is a striking division between kinds of hospitals: those that seek to heal by justice, and punishment; are divided from those that seek to heal by confession, forgiveness, absolution, restoration and all the like related kindnesses and mercies — those who seek to heal by the love of God and love of neighbor; are yet again divided from those that excuse and ignore every sin as though we have not been recently pulled from the fire, as though we have not been recently pulled from our very own death beds, as though sin was not sin at all.  One is right and the others are wrong.  One is following God in obedience (or at least trying to) and the others are not.  We are even starting to ask how the others can even be Christians.

Edges
Can we sharpen the razor’s edge of the problem: since, the Word of God, the sword of Christ, pierces every dark corner of the heart.  Consider these claims:

There can be no debate that homosexuality is sin, a scourge on all.  Are not adultery and fornication also the same kinds of sins?  Must homosexuals, as sinners, be punished: but, adulterers and fornicators must receive mercy, toleration, or just be ignored?

Which treatment is from the Bible and healing?  Is Christ about judgmentalism or mercy (Romans 2:1)?  Who has the ability and authority to judge, Christ or humans?

There can be no question that abortion is a grievous sin, a plague upon society.  Isn’t ICE brutality equally grievous?  Why must abortion be crushed out of existence: but, ICE brutality be tolerated as a cost of pure and peaceful society?

Which treatment is tolerable?  Which is the medicine of the Hospital of Christ?

Shall we try to treat homosexuality, abortion, and all other sin with forgiveness and mercy or not?

Shall we not do everything in our power to restrain all sinners, including ICE, from doing harm to themselves and others?

Your life depends on the correct answer.  Yes, this calls our salvation, both yours and mine into question.  If you refuse to forgive, you will not be forgiven (Matthew 6:14-15).

Conclusion

“I know that with my arrival [in heaven] fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the little flock.  Out of you yourselves people will stand up, speaking well established perversions, to wrench away the disciples after themselves.” — Acts 20:29-30

The Churches must strive with all their might, without fighting physically (either with each other or with strangers), to resist the wicked influences of millions of antichrists and millions more of tares, in order to find the best solutions in the Bible and speak With One Voice, the voice of Christ and the Holy Spirit: not by political agreement; but, by the catholicity of the heart.  Can we come together and try to do that?  Can we do that and even love the antichrists and the tares?

If we do that, I’m convinced that the tyranny that confronts us today will cower before us: it will crumble and fall.

Reportedly, there are 2.6 billion Christians on earth.  If we, from the heart, Speak With One Voice, I don’t believe that any nation on earth will dare to stand against us: every person on earth will be truly free to choose their own path, because the path will be clear.

I’m not talking about a Christian Empire, even though that will happen whenever Christ returns.  I’m taking about Christian unity.  I’m taking about churches making very clear what Christianity means, by Speaking With One Voice.

By not talking out of both sides of our mouth at the same time.  End the moral confusion.

There is only One Hospital.  There is only one standard of spiritual healing care.

“You have come to mount Sion, to the city of the Living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and Church of the Firstborn, who are recorded in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just people made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaks better things than that of Abel”. — Hebrews 12:22-24
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