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The Father’s Headquarters
“With these [seven churches?] I saw.  Look!  A door having been opened in the heaven.  The first voice which I heard, as a trumpet talking with me, saying, “Come up here.”  I will show you what is bound to be brought forth, with these.  Immediately, I was brought forth in Spirit.  

“Look!  A throne is now set up in [the] heaven.  Upon the throne — One Sitting.  The One Sitting — like a jasper or sardius stone in appearance.  An iris around the throne — like emerald in appearance.  Around the throne — twenty-four thrones.  Upon the thrones, twenty-four presbyters are sitting, having been wrapped in white garments.  Upon their heads — golden wreaths.  From the throne, pour forth light beams, voices, and thunders.  Seven lamps of fire[footnoteRef:1] are being burned before the throne, which are the Seven Spirits of God.  Before the throne — as a sea of crystal-like glass.  Amid the throne, around the throne — four Zoa, being full of eyes before and behind.  The first Zoan — like a lion[footnoteRef:2].  The second Zoan — like a calf[footnoteRef:3].  The third Zoan — a human face[footnoteRef:4] [footnoteRef:5].  The fourth Zoan — like a soaring eagle[footnoteRef:6].  The four Zoa, one by one, themselves each having six wings around them; are full of eyes within; have no rest day or night, singing, “Holy.  Holy.  Holy.  LORD [the] God [the] Almighty; ⸀the Now Is; the One Being; the One Coming[footnoteRef:7].”  Whenever the Zoa will give glory, honor, and gratitude to the One Sitting upon the throne, to the One Living into the ages of the ages, the twenty-four presbyters will fall [down] before the One Sitting upon the throne; they will prostrate before the One Living into the ages of the ages; they will throw their wreaths before the throne, singing, “Worthy are You, [O] LORD, our God, to receive glory, honor, and power; since You created all [things].  Through Your will, they now are (exist); and were created.” — Revelation 4 [1:  This is the Great Menorah, the icon of the Holy Spirit.]  [2:  This is Mark, Peter’s scribe, or his angel.]  [3:  This is Luke, Paul’s scribe, or his angel.]  [4:  More literally, “The third Zoan [is] having [the a] face as a human”.]  [5:  This is Matthew, or his angel.
The third Zoan [is] having [the a] face as a human]  [6:  This is John, or his angel.]  [7:  ο ην και ο ων και ο ερχόμενος (Revelation 4:8)] 


The Son’s Coronation
“I saw.  At the right of the One Sitting upon the throne, a book having been written inside and out, having been seven seals sealed.

“I saw.  A mighty angel proclaiming in a great voice, “Who [is] worthy to open the book and to release its seals?”  None now have ability in the heaven, nor upon the Land (της γης, Ha’Aretz), nor under the Land (της γης, Ha’Aretz), to open the book or to look at it.  I now weep profusely; since, no one worthy was found to open the book, or to look at it.  One of the presbyters tells me, “Do not weep!  Look!  The lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David overcame to open the book and its seven seals.

“I saw.  Amid [of] the throne, [amid] the four Zoa, [and] amid the presbyters, a Lamb having stood, though having been slain[footnoteRef:8], having seven horns, and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God, having been sent into all the Land (την γην, Ha’Aretz).  He came; He has received from the right of the One Sitting upon the throne.  When He received the book, the four Zoa, and the twenty-four presbyters fell down before the Lamb, each having zithers and golden bowls, filling with incenses, which are the prayers of the saints.  They sing a new song, singing, “Worthy are You to receive the book and to open its seals; since, You, were slain.  You, redeemed [us] to God by your blood from every tribe, language, people, and Gentile [region].  You made them a kingdom, priests to our God.  They reign upon the Land (της γης, Ha’Aretz).” [8:  More literally: “a Lamb having stood [up], as having been slain.”] 


“I saw.  I heard!  A voice of many messengers around the throne: the Zoa, the presbyters… their number is now myriads of myriads[footnoteRef:9] and thousands of thousands[footnoteRef:10], singing in a great voice, “Worthy is the Lamb, having been slain, to receive the power, wealth, wisdom, strength, honor, glory, and blessing.” [9:  100,000,000.  This rate of growth (doubling) suggests that the Church easily reaches a census of 100 million by mid second century.  Where did they all go?  Were there that many martyrs?  Yes: probably.]  [10:  1,000,000.  The Church is thought to number 1 million by the end of the first century.] 


“I heard!  EVERY creature, which [is] in the heaven, upon the Land (της γης, Ha’Aretz), under the Land (της γης, Ha’Aretz), upon the sea, and ALL those in them, singing to the One Sitting upon the throne, and to the Lamb, “The blessing, the honor, the glory, the might into the ages of the ages.”

“The four Zoa now sing, “Amen.”  The presbyters fell down.  They prostrated.” — Revelation 5

Human Life under Christ’s Kingly Authority
[bookmark: _Hlk240829696]“I saw.  When the Lamb opened one of the seven seals.  I heard!  One of the four Zoa saying as a voice of thunder, “Come!”  I saw.  Look!  A white horse!  The one sitting upon it having a bow.  A wreath was given to Him.  He went out overcoming: so that He[footnoteRef:11] would overcome:….” [11:  Some dispute the idea that Jesus is the White Horse Rider in Revelation 6:2: but, note Revelation 6:16.  “... hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!”] 


“When He opened the second seal, I heard the second Zoan saying, “Come!”  Another went out, a Fire Horse![footnoteRef:12]  To the one sitting upon it was given to it to take [the] peace from the Land (της γης, Ha’Aretz); that they will slay one another.  A great saber was given to him.” [12:  We believe the fire horse to be the angel or symbol of war, murder, and every other form of human strife and violence.] 


“When He opened the third seal, I heard the third Zoan saying, “Come!”  I saw.  Look!  A Black Horse![footnoteRef:13]  The one sitting upon it having a scale in his hand.  I heard as a voice amid the four Zoa saying, “a day’s-worth of wheat for a denarius; three day’s-worth of barley for a denarius.  You should not harm the olive oil or the wine.” [13:  We believe the black horse to be the angel or symbol of banking, usury, and every other form of human market cheating, corruption, and treachery.] 


“When He opened the fourth seal I heard a voice of the fourth Zoan saying, “Come!”   I saw.  Look!  A Pale Horse!  The one sitting upon it, Thanatos [is] its name.  Hades now follows with it.  Authority was given to it over the fourth of the Land (της γης, Ha’Aretz) to take life by sword, famine, death, and by the [wild] beasts of the Land (της γης, Ha’Aretz).”

The Martyrs.
“When He opened the fifth seal, I saw.  Under the altar the souls of those having been slain for the Word of God; for the testimony, which they now have.  They called out in a great voice, saying, “Until when, Holy and True Master?  Will You not judge?  Will You [not] avenge our blood on those inhabiting [upon] the Land (της γης, Ha’Aretz)?  A white robe was given to each of them.  It was told to them that they will rest yet a short time, until their fellow servants; their brothers and sisters; Those about to have [their] lives taken away would be completed, as also they.”

The Condemned.
“I saw.  When He opened the sixth seal; a great shaking was brought forth.  The sun was brought forth black as sackcloth of hair.  The whole moon was brought forth as blood.  The stars of the heaven fell down into the Land (την γην, Ha’Aretz) as a fig tree throws her unripe fruit [when] being shaken by a great wind.  The heaven was swept away as a book being rolled up.  Every mountain and island were removed from their places.  The kings of the Land (της γης, Ha’Aretz), the influential people, the military commanders, the wealthy, the mighty, all slaves, and free hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains; these saying to the mountains, and to the rocks, “Fall upon us.  Hide us from [the] face of the One Sitting upon the throne; from the wrath of the Lamb: since, the day of Their great wrath came.  Who has power to withstand [Them]?” — Revelation 6
Christ’s Evangelists
“With this I saw.  Four messengers having stood at the four corners of the Land (της γης, Ha’Aretz), controlling  the four winds of the Land (της γης, Ha’Aretz), so that wind would not blow upon the Land (της γης, Ha’Aretz), neither upon the sea, nor upon any tree.  I saw another messenger ascending from [the] sun-rise having a seal of [the] Living God.  He cried out with a great voice to the four messengers to whom it was given to them to destroy the Land (την γην, Ha’Aretz), and the sea, saying, “You should not destroy the Land (την γην, Ha’Aretz), nor the sea, nor the trees until we could seal the servants of our God upon their foreheads.”  I heard the number of those having been sealed: one hundred forty-four thousand having been sealed from all [the] tribe[s] of [the] children of Israel:
of [the] tribe of Judah, twelve thousand, having been sealed, 
of [the] tribe of Reuben, twelve thousand, 
of [the] tribe of Gad, twelve thousand, 
of [the] tribe of Asher, twelve thousand, 
of [the] tribe of Naphtali, twelve thousand, 
of [the] tribe of Manasseh, twelve thousand, 
of [the] tribe of Simeon, twelve thousand, 
of [the] tribe of Levi, twelve thousand, 
of [the] tribe of Issachar, twelve thousand, 
of [the] tribe of Zebulun, twelve thousand, 
of [the] tribe of Joseph, twelve thousand, 
of [the] tribe of Benjamin, twelve thousand, having been sealed.

The Hymn of the Martyrs
“With these I saw.  Look!  A large crowd, which no one person now has power to count, of every Gentile [region]: tribes, peoples, and languages; having stood before the throne, before the Lamb; having been wrapped [in] white robes; palm branches in their hands.  They cry out in a great voice, saying, ‘Salvation to our God, the One Sitting upon the throne, and to the Lamb.’  All the messengers, the presbyters, and the four Zoa [who] had stood around the throne; fell down before the throne upon their faces; and prostrated before [the] God, singing, ‘Amen!  Blessing, glory, wisdom, thanksgiving, honor, power, and might [be] to our God into the ages of the ages.  Amen.’

The Identification of The Martyrs
“One of the presbyters replied, saying to me, “Who are these having been wrapped in the white robes?  From where did they come?”  I have blurted out to him, ‘My Lord, you have known.’  He said to me, ‘These are Those coming from the Great Tribulation.  They washed their robes.  They bleached them in the blood of the Lamb: through this, they are before the throne of God.  They sacrifice to Him day and night in His temple.  The One Sitting upon the throne will camp among them.  
· They will not hunger [ever] again, 
· neither thirst [ever] again, 
· nor would the sun ever fall upon them, 
· nor any blazing heat: 
since, the Lamb, up amid the throne will shepherd them.  He will lead them to springs of living[footnoteRef:14] waters.  God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’ ” — Revelation 7 [14:  Alive is replaced by living: though we had avoided the participial form, it fits English idiom better.  This may very well be a reference to the Holy Spirit.] 


Chapter 8

Silence, Trumpets, Incense, Smoke, and Ashes
“When He opened the seventh seal, silence was brought forth in the heaven about half an hour.  I saw the seven messengers who have stood before God.  They were given seven trumpets.  Another messenger came and was stationed at the altar, having a golden censer.


Commentary
I have come to believe that the best rendering of Revelation 1:1 in English is:

“An unveiling of Jesus Christ,
which [the][footnoteRef:15] God gave [to] Him,
to be showed[footnoteRef:16] to His servants, 
which must be brought forth with speed.” [15:  [xxx] denotes a word in Greek that was removed in English.]  [16:  The aorist δείξαι, to be showed, is awkward; to be shown is a past participle; to have showed is a perfect; the present tense results in a smoother English idiom: but the verb is definitely a simple past tense infinitive.] 


That the main topic of Revelation is Jesus Christ, makes it easy to believe that the identity of the White Horse Rider is none other than Christ Himself.

But, the heavenly vision of Revelation 6 does not begin at Revelation 6:1; rather it begins Revelation 4:1 and continues at least through Revelation 8 or farther.  This vision shifts from its earthly perspective in Revelation 2 and 3, to a heavenly perspective in Revelation 4, as if God were in a giant spiritual spaceship overlooking the seven minúte, imperfect, and struggling churches, which were the center of attention in Revelation 2 and 3, rather than Jerusalem.

Where does this heavenly vision end; certainly not at Revelation 7: for, as Revelation 6 is a continuation of the heavenly scene begun in Revelation 4, there is still one seal to go as Revelation 7 comes to a close.  Or could it possibly end at the end of Revelation 7.  We will see….

I believe that the 7-fold structure echoes the 7 days of Creation; in that God rested on the 7th day and the toledoth of Adam begins; that the heavenly vision lasts through six seals; ending explicitly in the 7th seal: even so, there are transitional pictures appearing in the 6th seal.  But, John never says that the seals are ended: as with Creation, they simply open with 7 trumpets.

Readers must chew on these facts until reaching their own conclusions.  In any case, the heavenly vision continues through all of Revelation 6 and 7.  Proof of this rests on:

“Hide us from [the] face of the One Sitting upon the throne; from the wrath of the Lamb: since, the day of Their great wrath came.  Who has power to be stationed [against Them]?” — Revelation 6:16-17

“Salvation to our God, the One Sitting upon the throne, and to the Lamb.” — Revelation 7:9f

“The One Sitting upon the throne…” — Revelation 7:15

Moreover, the four Zoa of Revelation 4, remain active in Revelation 5, 6, and 7.

Nevertheless, in Revelation 5, the focus has shifted from the seven churches of Asia (Revelation 2 and 3) to the Holy Land of Israel (Revelation 5:3-2x, 6, 10, 13-2x; 6:4, 8-2x, 10, 13,15; 7:1-3x, 2, 3; 17 times in all).

I saw the development of a clever outline marked by key words which we have emphasized by bolding, and underlining: I saw., Look!, I heard!, which continues into Revelation 6: but, in Revelation 6, what had been a calm and orderly progression, is now hastened and disordered: as though the outline itself is telling us that something more important or urgent is emerging.  Prior to these, the word, “Come!”, also holds a key marking spot throughout the book.

Look!  I saw.  What did I see in Revelation 4?  I saw a gleaming eye.

What I now see in Revelation 4 is a massive eye, possibly larger than earth: its iris is brilliant emerald; its pupil is blazing red (jasper or sardius), possibly reflecting the heart of the Father.  Of course this is a Shəkinah, a presence of the Father: for, the totality of God fills the Universe and is an invisible Spirit (John 4:24).  What does this presence teach us?  For me, it is the all-seeing eye of God hovering over seven very tiny and defective Gentile churches.  It tells me that the center of worship is leaving Judaism and Jerusalem, to be focused upon Gentiles and (we will later see) a Heavenly Zion.  The Spirit is present in the Menorah.  There are no Popes or Bishops evident in this picture: instead, four Zoa and twenty-four presbyters, all worshiping in prostration, complete the picture.  A song glorifies the Sovereign Father as Creator.

The all-seeing eye, from which no secrets are hid, penetrates a transparent sea, as clear as crystal, as glass; this is the Gentile world, primarily the Roman Empire: God sees every adultery, murder, theft, false witness, covet; He sees every plan, plot, and scheme: He sees every molecule and every sub-particle … nothing escapes His sight.  The whole Gentile world, especially the Roman Empire is nakedly transparent to the all-seeing eye of the Father.

But, so are the seven churches, the twenty-four presbyters, and the four Zoa invisible before this eye.  Still, the seven churches are seen: but, the presbyters and Zoa are part of the unveiling of Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ is unveiled in the messages of Mark, Luke, Matthew, and John.  Jesus Christ is unveiled by those who study the Law and the Prophets and teach them.

Revelation 4 draws to a close with a beautiful and encouraging ode to God the Father as Creator of all creation.

“Worthy are You, [O] Lord, our God, to receive glory, honor, and power; since You created all [things].  Through Your will, they now are (exist); and were created.”

In Revelation 5, the early paragraphs continue with I saw.  The fourth I saw leads into two paragraphs of I heard!

The first I saw is the seven-sealed book, being opened in Revelation 6

The Lion of Judah, the Root of David, the Lamb slain and resurrected, is the only One capable or worthy of ever entering into communication with the Father: He receives the Book.  All other hands defile the Book.  The Book is so pure that it defiles the hands that touch it.  The prayers of the Saints become visible as incense.  Two main principles come into view:

· Only Scripture and other communications in the Hands of the Father, Son, Spirit, holy angels, and the spirits of ascended heavenly saints are inerrant and infallible.
· No Scripture or other communications in the hands of fleshly mankind is inerrant or infallible.  No human speaks ex-cathedra.  No creed is dogma.  All human beings err.

The books in the hands of the twenty-four presbyters, no longer limited by their corrupted flesh, now perfected in righteousness, are most likely, what we know as the Old Testament.  The four Zoa unveil the four Gospels.  The seven seals sealed book must be something else: the Future as it is unveiled in the continuing authority of Jesus Christ after His heavenly enthronement.

This is the introduction to Revelation 6; its topic doesn’t change: this is the unveiling of Jesus Christ.  What does the Father promise after His Son is murdered (Matthew 21:33–46, Mark 12:1–12, and Luke 20:9–19)?  Matthew 21:44 indicates that the Son is the agency of His own vengeance: this is Revelation 6:1-2.

1 I saw.  When the Lamb opened one of the seven seals.  I heard!  One of the four Lives saying as a voice of thunder, “Come!”  2 I saw.  Look!  A white horse!  The one sitting upon it having a bow.  A wreath was given to Him.  He went out overcoming: so that He[footnoteRef:17] would overcome: [17:  I suppose that some would dispute the idea that Jesus is the White Horse Rider in Revelation 6:2: but, note Revelation 6:16....
“... hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!”] 


But, the topic of the book doesn’t begin here: it begins in Revelation 5:1-2.

“I saw.  At the right of the One Sitting upon the throne, a book having been written inside and out, having been seven seals sealed.

“I saw.  A mighty angel proclaiming in a great voice, “Who [is] worthy to open the book and to release its seals?”

What is this seven seals sealed book.  I have not been able to identify this book until now: today, I believe it to be, The Future, as seen from the heavenly perspective.  It makes no difference that it does not contain the Tanakh, or the Deuterocanon (which LXX shows to be part of the original Tanakh, deleted by the Masoretes).  Whatever this book is, it typifies all communication between the Father and the Son: thus, all such communication is inerrant and infallible in the hands of God, but becomes defiled and errant as soon as fleshly human hands touch it.  Christ Himself has fulfilled all of Tanakh; He is enthroned in heaven; the Gospels are flying overhead; Jesus has proved Himself worthy by His death; and is now qualified to disclose The Future to us: this He does in the opening of the seals.

This seems to argue in favor of an early date for the writing of Revelation.  Why would John discuss the White Horse Rider as an historic event, called an unveiling?  But most prophetic aspects are eternal, timeless, without a necessary future in human terms.  Jesus Christ was enthroned by or upon Pentecost AD 30
See, The Dating of the Book of Revelation.doc, by Mike D. Smith, for sound arguments as to why this must be prophetic: therefore, dated at the earlier date.

We reiterate.  At least two things are clear:
1.  All communication between the Father and the Son, as well as the Spirit, is infallible, inerrant, pure.  Only God speaks ex-cathedra.  Only God’s Word originally spoken is dogma.
2. No communication between fleshly human beings is infallible, inerrant, pure.  No living human being speaks ex-cathedra.  No repetition, translation, or transmission of God’s Word by human beings is dogma.  All ordinary human beings are corrupt: they defile everything they touch.

But, the perspective has shifted away from the seven churches and back to the Holy Land.  The Holy Land, rather its inhabitants, are under the scrutiny of the all-seeing eye of God.  The Lamb wears the Menorah as His crown.  The Menorah, the Holy Spirit, has searched all the Holy Land.  The prayers of the saints from the Holy Land are filling the incense burners of the Zoa and presbyters; they break out in songs of praise.  The redeemed from among all the Gentiles join a kingdom of priests: they are all priests; they do not serve under priests; they reign upon the Holy Land: the Holy Land no longer belongs to Israel … it belongs to our LORD Jesus Christ and His faithful followers.  Unbelieving Israel is broken off from the Tree of Life, until Israel repents (Romans 11; 14:11; Isaiah 45:23).

Looking ahead prophetically, one million and one hundred million crowds of presbyters have gathered and begin to sing.  If there are one hundred million presbyters in the future, are there even more saints?  Or are all the saints, presbyters and priests?

“I saw.  I heard!  A voice of many messengers around the throne: the Zoa, the presbyters… their number is now myriads of myriads[footnoteRef:18] and thousands of thousands[footnoteRef:19], singing in a great voice, “Worthy is the Lamb, having been slain, to receive the power, wealth, wisdom, strength, honor, glory, and blessing.” [18:  100,000,000.  This rate of growth (doubling) suggests that the Church easily reaches a census of 100 million by mid second century.  Where did they all go?  Were there that many martyrs?  Yes: probably.]  [19:  1,000,000.  The Church is thought to number 1 million by the end of the first century.] 


Looking further ahead prophetically, all human lives are praising God.  Where are the unbelievers?  John doesn’t say.  They are gone: but, the sea is still there (2 Peter 3:9).

“I heard!  EVERY creature, which [is] in the heaven, upon the Land (της γης, Ha’Aretz), under the Land (της γης, Ha’Aretz), upon the sea, and ALL those in them, singing to the One Sitting upon the throne, and to the Lamb, “The blessing, the honor, the glory, the might into the ages of the ages.”

With this final ode of Revelation 5, John has taken us far into the future with these encouraging words.  We lay down at night mourning thousands more dead in the endless wars of the modern age (2026).  Our tears turn to joy in the morning as we hear the dead singing from heaven.  John hasn’t taken us all the way to the Second Coming of Jesus in a single sentence, has he?  Yes, I believe that this is exactly what John has done.

The worship of the Zoa and presbyters in prostration brings Revelation 5 to a close.  Now, John will step back in time to the present in Revelation 6.  What happened between the main discussion of Revelation 5 and these final hymns of praise?  How did we get from the enthronement of Jesus, all the way to the Second Coming?  We’re about to repeat the journey in greater detail.

Most translators terminate Revelation 6:1-2 with a final stop, a period.  This is not grammatically incorrect: but, there is another possibility; that it is only a partial stop; what follows supplies an object to what Jesus, the White Horse Rider would overcome: namely, the Fire Horse, the Black Horse, and the Pale Horse … all of which will be conquered by Jesus Christ Himself.  We have still not departed from the heavenly vision.

While I certainly agree that we are on the verge of looking at the First (66-73), Second (115-117), and Third (132-136) Jewish-Roman Wars: we are not quite there yet.  The Fire and Black Horses describe all human behavior since Cain, until the end of time.  Nearly all will be terminated in death, the Pale Horse.  Jesus does conquer all death by death.  Still, the focal point is on Israel: the specific instance, about to be unveiled, is the First Jewish-Roman War (66-73).

The use of the word, Land, shows us that this is very much focused on Jesus’ interaction with Israel.  Having killed the Son, what will the Father and the Son do together?  No one, in all Israel, living or dead is competent to open the book: not Moses, not David, none of the prophets, only the crucified and risen Jesus, Who has proved His merit by the fulfillment of the whole Old Testament by death and resurrection.

What I believe the next two horses do for us is play out the heavenly analysis of all primary human behavior for all time: to find evidence for this, we need not look any farther than the daily world news.  The second horse portrays the human lust for domination which is being played out in one war after another, forever-wars; seemingly, without end.  This Fire Horse is seen taking peace from the Land (Israel), not from the Gentile earth: but the age of the Gentiles lies directly ahead as we duplicate all the sins of Israel.  Christ is conquering this spiritually, and is about to show us how.

In direct competition, or rather in concert with the second horse, the third, Black Horse portrays the human lust for profits, human greed; “even the churches have to operate in the black”, we commonly say.  The observation about business behavior comes from amid the four Zoa (they’re not speaking in unison, are they?): Christ is conquering this as well.

Perhaps this is what Eisenhower saw in the military-industrial complex.  Long before Eisenhower, John saw this in Israel and reported this to us.  The Fire Horse, hotter than flames; and the Black Horse, colder than ice: work together throughout history, dominating all other human behavior … feeding off each other … making profits for the rich and poverty, slavery, and suffering for the poor … always in concert … always in conjunction.  It’s always about the money….

I don’t believe that John is speaking prophetically here: he observes universal human behavior.  More pointedly, he sees this behavior as dominant in Israel: Israel, who was supposed to be the testimony bearer of God to the world, has become totally self-centered and worthless: as worthless as mankind before the flood (excepting Noah and his family, eight people in all).

Before we move on from this two-horse team, we hasten to point out that God always operates in the red: Creation is entirely about giving; the Crucifixion is completely about giving; the idea that churches have to operate in the black is a lie; Christ commands us to sell what we have and give to the poor.

But, neither the second or third horse can defeat the fourth horse: for, all the things of humankind terminate in death.  Here death is restrained to one fourth of the Land of Israel: that number will grow to one third … then all.  Ah, but, here’s the rub: “Christ has conquered death by death”.  The object of verse 2 is now complete!

“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ will all be made alive.” — 1 Corinthians 15:22

Each of these horses was introduced by a Zoan, a Gospel writer: this is about the Gospel, telling us how evil functions among human beings, especially among Israelites and Jews.

In the fifth seal, the first fruits of Christ’s victory over all mankind is unveiled in the vision of the saints under the altar.  The horses are gone for the time being.

“When He opened the fifth seal, I saw.  Under the altar the souls of those having been slain for the Word of God; for the testimony, which they now have.  They called out in a great voice, saying, “Until when, Holy and True Master?  Will You not judge?  Will You [not] avenge our blood on those inhabiting [upon] the Land (της γης, Ha’Aretz)?  A white robe was given to each of them.  It was told to them that they will rest yet a short time, until their fellow servants; their brothers and sisters; Those about to have [their] lives taken away would be completed, as also they.”

The Word of God and words of God may be defiled in our lives: but, they are still the best source of information we have about our personal relationships with the Father, Son, and Spirit; about our real source of joy; about how we are to live lives consecrated to Truth; something we can hold onto that is worth defending (John 17): truth, righteousness, the Gospel of peace, faith, salvation, and the Sword of the Spirit (Ephesians 6).  Looking ahead, will the Second Coming bring Justice/Righteousness: what will that Justice/Righteousness look like in the future.  John doesn’t tell us, yet.  YET!

Not until the sixth seal, do we see Israel; but, again, still from the heavenly perspective: for, Israel is revealed from the viewpoint of Joseph’s dream.

Details of the current earthly crisis; no doubt of great interest to the 7 churches of Asia, do not begin to surface until the sixth seal of Revelation 7.  Daniel writes:

“Seventy weeks are determined upon your people and upon your holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.  Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and sixty-two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.” — Daniel 9:24-25

We do not really understand all the details of Daniel’s vision: not even to this day.  However, Daniel says 7, not 3-1/2.  The First Jewish-Roman War will last from 66-73, not from 67-70.  Still, Revelation’s perspective remains heavenly: we are looking at an episode of Joseph’s dream from Genesis 37:9-11.  Much of the Holy Land will be destroyed: but, both tribal heads (kings: see Psalm 2) plea:

“Hide us from [the] face of the One Sitting upon the throne; from the wrath of the Lamb: since, the day of Their great wrath came.  Who has power to withstand [Them]?”

Any other discussion of Jewish-Roman Wars is best left to Revelation 7 and beyond.

Revelation re-introduces the topic of messengers, first seen in Revelation 5, without much fanfare: here in a more prominent position.  Are they angels or are they human spirits?  I don’t know.  Here there are four: more will be introduced later.  I believe that this refers to the restraint of Roman Legions under Vespasian and Titus, stationed at the River Euphrates, from suppressing Jewish rioting in AD 66, until Christians are protected by seals (of the Holy Spirit).  The Christian servants of God may be killed; but, they may not be destroyed: the seal protects them from destruction.

The Roman Legions may be free to destroy nearly everything: but, there may be additional restraints.  They needed permission from the Roman Senate.  Following Rome’s own superstitious interests, they were not to destroy the Temple: the Temple could prove useful to Rome as a center of idolatry: Israelites would destroy the Temple from within.  There may be more.

The number 144,000 may be literal or symbolical: John doesn’t clarify.  This number is smaller that the million and hundred million seen in Revelation 5: this leads us to believe that the time period is previous to the odes in Revelation 5.  From their reappearance in Revelation 14, we suppose that their function is that of evangelists: but, that is far from certain.  The major point is that God has limited the conditions of all Roman action.

The fact that a large crowd now develops, seems to support the idea that the 144,000 are evangelists.  Is this large crowd, one or even one-hundred million?  We are left to our imaginations.  Their cry returns us to Revelation 4.

‘Salvation to our God, the One Sitting upon the throne, and to the Lamb.’  All the messengers, the presbyters, and the four Zoa [who] had stood around the throne; fell down before the throne upon their faces; and prostrated before [the] God…

The fact that this section of Revelation 7 ends in an ode, as did Revelation 4 and 5, leads us to believe that we have reached the end of a major paragraph.  What follows is a descriptive interlude explaining who all these people are.  The explicit answer is:

‘These are Those coming from the Great Tribulation…’

They are before the throne/altar, not under it as in Revelation 6: so, either they have moved, or they are a different group, or the symbolism is not intended to be explicit.

What is explicit is that this is the Great Tribulation taking place from 66-73.  This does not mean that this is the largest tribulation ever: after WW Ⅰ, WW Ⅱ, with WW Ⅲ looming large, and many other like catastrophes, such a claim would be patently a lie.  What makes this, the Great Tribulation, unique, is the destruction of the Temple in AD 70, exactly 40 years after the Crucifixion of Christ, imitating the wilderness wandering of Israel circa 1406-1366 BC: for rejecting the salvation of God.  The destruction of the Temple results in the unveiling of the Heavenly Temple in Revelation 11:19.  We are getting ahead of our narrative.  However, this is the only reason that this is called, the Great Tribulation: it must be seen from God’s point of view, not from a corrupted human perspective.

Therefore, all claims for a future Great Tribulation, with Rapture, etc., are false.  The Bible explicitly calls this the Great Tribulation: therefore, this is the Great Tribulation.  Period.  Stop.  End of discussion.

What is important to see is that they were singing in the previous paragraph; they are still worshipping here; moreover, the Father Himself camps (tabernacles) among them; they are guaranteed four explicit gifts, and Jesus Himself will shepherd them to Living Waters (the Holy Spirit), and all their sorrows will be removed.

This clinches the nail on the idea that a major section of Revelation has now ended.  We are returned to the Second Coming: and, as with Revelation 5: we end with a major theme of comfort and encouragement.

Lest there be any doubt that the discussion of the seals has ended with the sixth seal, and as with Creation (emphasis of Revelation 4), the seventh seal brings forth an Interlude of Silence.  God has rested.  The heavenly vision is concluded.  We are about to begin a different vision in the affairs of mankind.

“When He opened the seventh seal, silence was brought forth in the heaven about half an hour.  I saw the seven messengers who have stood before God.  They were given seven trumpets.  Another messenger came and was stationed at the altar, having a golden censer….

Soli Deo Gloria

[footnoteRef:20] [20:  If you have been blessed or helped by any of these meditations, please repost, share, or use any of them as you wish.  No rights are reserved.  They are designed and intended for your free participation.  They were freely received, and are freely given.  No other permission is required for their use.] 

