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Paul writes:

“Yet, having food and clothing, with these let us be content.” — 1 Timothy 6:8

But, we now live in a worldwide market economy; where, when the sales decrease, the market ceases to thrive: surely, Paul is being a little naïve here, isn’t he?

NO, NOT REALLY!

Still, there is something to be said for a full belly and a warm back: that lets you walk about, whereever you wish, as a free person.  What child ever wishes to leave the house to play with more than a full belly and a warm back: anything more is unnecessarily cumbersome and interferes with free play.  People are at their freest with nothing more than a full belly and a warm back: anything else tends to slavery in some form or other.
Okay: so, you need a sleeping bag and mat, a tent or other shelter, and a toothbrush.  But all of these things must be carried, and now you’re not quite as free as you once were as a child: so, you get a dog, or donkey, or horse to carry your things.  But, now there are other living things to care for and protect.  The tent grows into a house and now you are nailed down to a specific location.  The dog grows into a car.  A spouse comes.  Children come.  Age comes.
It is then, with age, that you begin to realize that each new thing (you don’t really need) must be cleaned, dusted, painted, polished, repaired, shined, ultimately to grow old and wear out when you finally realize that you never really needed it, and you throw it out.  The lesson takes a sharper point when your spouse dies and you have to throw all their things out.  It is then that you realize that it might be nice to have a smaller house, even a tent.  Now these words of Paul begin to make more sense.

“Yet, having food and clothing, with these let us be content.” — 1 Timothy 6:8

In a Market Economy, everything is about buying and selling; endless advertising entices you to buy item after item that you don’t really need.  You blink twice after a recent purchase and realize you’ve been suckered in again.  You don’t own these things; they own you: you have become a slave to them.  A Market Economy requires the endless purchases of things you don’t really need.  As you age you have to get rid of them.  You keep waiting for the trickle down: it never comes.
A Market Economy is a broken concept from the start, a failed whale; in requiring the ever increasing accumulation of unneeded goods, it requires the ever increasing invention of unnecesary jobs: you have to make money, don’t you?  Very many of these jobs are just useless busywork: invented to prop up the Market Economy and keep it going.
[bookmark: _Hlk218857647]Everything about the Market Economy is self centered: buying, getting, becoming wealthy, fulfilling the American dream (whatever that is); selfishness in action.

“Yet, having food and clothing, with these let us be content.” — 1 Timothy 6:8

Paul describes a different kind of economy; a caring, sharing, respecting community, focused on giving, rather that on getting.  Does the farmer have excess produce?  Give it away: make sure your neighbors are all fed.  They will all need your produce next year.  Get the farm out of debt.  Break that cruel banking cycle that guarantees your business is market driven.  Break the bank.  If you have surplus, give it away.  Let your motivation be run by love and respect for others.  Create a Love, Respect, and Sharing Economy that replaces the Market Economy.

“Let as many employees as are under employment count their own bosses worthy of all honor, that the Name of God and His teaching be not cursed.  Those who have believing employers and bosses, let them not hate them, because they are family; but rather serve them, because they are believers and beloved, helping their beneficiaries.
“These things teach and encourage.  If anyone teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the teaching which is according to godliness; they are conceited, understanding nothing, but fawning over questions and battles of words, from which come envy, strife, slander, evil suspicions, perverse arguings by people of corrupt minds, and destitutes about the truth, presuming that profit is godliness.
“But godliness with contentment is great profit: for we brought nothing into the world, since neither can we carry anything out.
“Yet, having food and clothing, with these let us be content.
“But those desiring to be rich fall into temptation and a trap; into many foolish and harmful lusts, which drown people in torment and destruction: for the love of money is a root of all evil: which while some lusting after, have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

If you are looking for a formula for the loss of salvation: here it is: the path of Judas.

“But you, O man or woman of God, flee these things; and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, kind-humility.  Fight the good fight of faith, take hold of eternal life, to which you are called, and have confessed a good confession before many witnesses.  I command you in the sight of God, who brings life to all things, and Christ Jesus, who testified the good confession before Pontius Pilate: protect the commandment flawlessly, unblamable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who, in His own times He will reveal, Who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings, and Lord of lords; Who only has immortality, living in unapproachable light, which no human has seen, nor is able to see: to Whom be honour and strength for ages.  Amen.
“Command those who are rich in this present age to not be haughty, neither hope in uncertain riches, but in God, Who provides us all things richly to enjoy; to do good, to be rich in good works, bountiful to share; storing up for themselves a good foundation for the future, that they may lay hold on eternal life.
“O Timothy, protect what is committed to your trust, avoiding irreligious and empty talk, and antitheses falsely called knowledge, which some professing, have deviated from the faith.  Grace be with you all.” — 1 Timothy 6

Market Economy is the cold blooded adversary of the Christian faith: it can take your life.

Before 1827 women who sowed were commonly enslaved in slaveshops in the north (New York City).  Slavery never was exclusively a southern thing.  Recent publications have led us to believe that southern slavery was largely engineered and run by northern interests.
Perhaps Andrew Jackson (1767-1845) is most noted for breaking the bank.
However, the Civil War was financed by lending.  War and lending form a very profitable and enslaving business cycle: the United States has never ever escaped that debt-war cycle since.
Large scale commercial use of gasoline began around 1890: agriculture was soon bypassed by the industrial revolution.  Books like Oliver Twist, The Jungle, How Green Was My Valley, opposed and fought off some of the abuses, both in England and in the United States.  Still, most mass shootings of that age involved police controlling strikers.
Andrew Carnegie’s (1835-1919) generosity provided libraries , and a foundation for free public education throughout the United States.  Theodore Roosevelt (1859-1919) was known for his trust busting.  Eventually, for a brief period of time, possibly under FDR (1882-1945), many employers worked in teamwork and loyalty with their employers: it was not uncommon for middle class workers to afford education, house, and car in the fifties … wives did not have to work outside of the home.  For a brief period of time, the United States seemed to be building the sort of society Paul describes in 1 Timothy 6.
But, homemaking was sold as a form of abuse and slavery: soon women were demanding to work outside of the home … the entrapment of the two income family was upon us.  As wages dropped, education, house, and car became uaffordable … even with two incomes.  Everyone was trapped in the debt cycle.  Employment was less and less based on respect, loyalty, and teamwork … or for that matter, on quality products.  The quick buck dominated everything.

We are going in the wrong direction.
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