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I’m tired of mincing words.  Many claiming to be Christians have no understanding at all: either they are ignorant and unlearned Christians, wrongly dividing the word of truth, or they are no Christians at all.  In any case, it is all too easy for Christiandom, Christianity, and Christians to get off on all the wrong tracks.

John clearly states:

“Little children, it is the last time: and as you have heard that  antichrist will come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.” — 1 John 2:18

“Who is a liar but he that denies that Jesus is the Christ?  He is antichrist, that denies the Father and the Son.” — 1 John 2:22

“Every spirit that confesses not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof you have heard that it would come; and even now already it is in the world.” — 1 John 4:3

“For many deceivers are entered into the world, who do not confess that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.  This is a deceiver and an antichrist.” — 2 John 1:7

John repeatedly draws us away from the ever popular, One Great Antichrist is coming to destroy the world, to get us to focus on the millions of antichrists that are wrecking destruction here and now.  The Great Antichrist is a distraction: it is not for us to know.  We do know what we are facing today.  John simply points out that denial of the Son is denial of the Father and such persons have no real God; oh they have something they worship, all right: but, it is not at all the same as the Living God of the Bible.  Did you hear what John said?  Islam and Judaism do not at all worship the same Living God as Christianity.  The idea that we all worship one god and can get together, hold hands, and pray is false.  John teaches us that there is absolutely no communion (in the religious worship sense) whatsoever, no compatibility between Christians and Jews and Muslims.  

This does not mean that Christians are not to love Jews and Muslims; at the very least, we are to love our enemies.  WW Ⅱ was a horrible, deplorable tragedy; the deaths of seven million Jews is no laughing matter; neither are the deaths of forty or more million Christians.  The deaths of very many innocent Muslims in Gaza and elsewhere is no joke.  We Christians must do everything in our power to put a stop to such murders and ease the sufferings of all the victims everywhere.  We must not help anyone else repeat these or other horrors.

Having said that, John points out that Christians and Jews and Muslims do not at all worship the same God: for, both Jews and Muslims deny that the LORD Jesus Christ is God and King.  The only way for Jews and Muslims to worship together with Christians is for Jews to deny and denounce their Judaism; Muslims to deny and denounce Islam; then both must confess the LORD Jesus Christ and Him only; be baptised (secretly, if necessary), and continue in Christian instruction and worship (secretly, if necessary) for the rest of their lives.  To worship the Christian God, John says, any person must leave either Islam or Judaism, whichever they presently follow.  The same thing is true for any other form of antichrist or antichristian religion.

Christians who don’t understand this or cannot agree with it need to consider if they really believe in the message of Christianity; or if they really want to continue as Christians.  Of course, there will always be those who try to continue as Judas did: but, their desiny, their fate will not be a happy one.  There is only one way to be a Christian: and that is with the whole heart.

You simply cannot be a Christian 
and reject Christ.
Deal with the antichrist you face every day: 
not with the one in your nightmares.
Tenderly lead antichrists to Christ.

Evangelists, antichrists are your hunting ground: here is where you will find the majority of the 5.6 billion lost sheep.  There are others who claim to be neutral (neither Christs nor antichrists); but Jesus teaches us that whoever is not with Him is against Him (Matthew 12:30; Luke 11:23); nevertheless, let’s give these neutral antichrists the benefit of the doubt; they are still part of an evangelist’s hunting ground: they are just harder to approach than the openly honest antichrists.  Another chategory of antichrists are said Christians (those claiming to be Christians who are not): still more hunting grounds for evangelists.

The task of evangelists is to gently confront antichrists.  
Do your job, Christian evangelists.


Other Christians are clearly confused about the Wheat and the Tares (Matthew 13:24-30).  The seed is the Word of God (Luke 8:11).  Matthew does not say this explicitly: but, everywhere Jesus works He offers the Spirit as aid and teacher (John 4:10; Revelation 22:17); then He plants the Word of God as seed; the seed is then nourished by the Spirit, and springs to life; all of the Matthew 13 parables follow this pattern.  The parable of the Wheat and the Tares is about Jesus sowing the Word of God in human hearts, with an emphasis upon the nature of the seed: which is the pure Word of God as Jesus sows it.

As soon as humans dare to touch this seed, 
it is corrupted (Revelation 5).

This means that the tares are also seed, sown by Satan, which are deliberate corruptions of the pure Word of God.  I won’t state who the human agents of Satan are, that sow these corrupt tare seeds; you can figure that out for yourself: but, you must still love them.  So, deliberate corruptions of the Bible have been going on for about 2000 years, possibly even 4000 years or longer, and I can’t hear anybody saying peep about it.  

How does this perversion work?  A translator can subtly exchange a present, future, or other tense for an aorist (simple past) and completely subvert the meaning of the text without the reader realizing that anything is going on.  A word for land or promised land or Ha’Aretz can be turned into the word, world or earth, or cosmos, and completely change the focus of the text.  A very great number of things said about the Masoretic Text might fall into this category.  Many invented theologies are without real basis in the Bible, the Tares are probably involved.  When Churches begin to multiply rules and regulations (dogma) not found in the Bible, the Tares are probably responsible.  When Constantine demanded judgement (323), Tares had their hands in the decisions, and the Church was rent.  When Justinian (538) demanded that the Bible be turned into law code, the Bible was used to persecute disagreeing Christians, Tares were influencers, and the Church was further rent.  Evil people soon realized that if you take over communication systems, or transportation systems, or entertainments, you can easily overthrow a whole society.  Shout any lie long enough and loud enough and people begin to believe that the lie is truth.  

The attitude of, I’m right and you’re wrong, begins to prevail.  Persecution and division follow.  Instead we should have said, I might have been wrong, let us seek the help of the Holy Spirit to sort this out together.  Forgiveness and kindness must prevail.  Love is the end of the Law of God.

We need to take up our spiritual armor and prayer, find and fight off these deliberate corruptions of the once pure Word of God.  Our young people need to learn Greek.  Our young people need to develop a Greek vocabulary.  Our young people need to learn Greek grammar and other technical issues.  Our young people need to dig into text criticism.  Our young people need to start interpreting Scripture for themselves.  Our young people need to ferret out the lies, run them down, and exterminate them.  The Holy Spirit makes the truth available to us if we are willing to dig together.  We need to build an army of Christian Soldiers, large enough and strong enough to fight off these deliberate perversions of the Word of God.

At the same time, we need to persist at loving all our enemies: so called antisemitism and other human prejudices are not the solution.  We must love all our neighbors: even the ones throwing rocks in our path.

The ETS is wrong in its assertion that the Bible is inerrant.  Greek manuscripts reveal about a 10% error by their various disagreements with each other.  There may be other error sources we don’t yet understand.  All ETS is doing is to convince our young people that hard Greek Bible study is a waste of time, not the life and death necessity it really is.

So, Christian laity, get to work: we are not allowed to remove the tares, the human agencies serving Satan in this work; we can protect what we have left of the not so pure anymore Word of God; we can cleanse that Word through the Holy Spirit.

Publishing companies, except for possibly one, aren’t helping us much either.  Publishing Bibles is big business: get our latest translation at 50 bucks a pop; get our latest study Bible with all the right answers.  We have over fifty English language translations from which to choose.  This is no solution at all.  We still have to study Greek to value the authenticity of each and every single one.

No, no, no.  You must learn to search out the right answers yourself.  Then, when millions and millions of our young people can come together, with great humility, on what the text is, and what it truly says, then we can hope to set the ship right again.

Jesus and His Apostles spoke and wrote in Greek.

Claims of Aramaic predecessors of Matthew are greatly overstated (more Tares).  Claims of a predecessor Hebrew Bible (really Square Text Aramaic) published after 400 AD are also exaggerated; the official legal language of the Jews was changed to Greek around 200 BC; at about the same time the Sanhedrin authorized an official Jewish translation of Square Text Aramaic into Greek.  There never was a real Hebrew language; before Square Text Aramaic, there was paleo-Hebrew, a form of Canaanite (Isaiah 19:18)

There are about 5.6 billion lost sheep left in this world.  We must do everything we can possibly do 
to bring them safely home.

Perhaps it is too late.  Perhaps we have passed the point of no return.  At least we can pray for obedience in God’s service.  We can pray for Jesus soon return to help us, fix us, correct what we cannot do ourselves, and bring the remaining sheep home (Revelation 22:17, 20).

The fight is on.  Don’t be deceived.  
The work of the Tares is deliberate. 
Be involved.

Romans 11

Many days, I stumble around the Tree of Life, picking up dead branches; holding them up as a wave offering to the Father; begging that they might be grafted in again.  These are the Tares.  These are the antichrists.
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