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Today is a sad day, a day of mourning for many of us, for most Americans: rightfully so, since 2,977 died that day.

But in our mourning, let us not cease asking the question: who so bitterly angered 19 young Arabian men that they would strike America that way?

The answer is, we, America, did.  America, in its perpetual lust for oil, made those decisions that satisfied our insatiable appetite; in doing so, we catered to the rich and powerful, without considering the needs of the two billion middle-eastern poor who were being trampled under foot for the better part of a century; millions died like flies in one conflict after another: we didn't notice, we didn’t care.  We got our oil.

Why are we surprised that out of millions of deaths that we directly or indirectly caused, that 19 youths would become so fanatically bitter in their rage as to want to strike back?  It only took our foolish president a few minutes to lash out with promises of vengeance.

We struck back in what is now the longest war in Americaan history.

When will we ever learn that war never solves anything: it only embitters the poor and young of both sides?  For, all war involves the idle rich turning a large profit by sending the young and poor to die in the process of increasing their dishonest gain.  Do we not realize that once the first blow is cast, as soon as the second blow lands, who started it is quickly forgotten; once the second blow is cast the battle rages until one party is either dead, unconscious, or has had all they can take?

I never lost a fight without immediately planning a way to get even.  Once the second blow is cast the result is not infrequently a bitter feud lasting decades.  Are not the earlier wars of Europe frequently mortal feuds between intermarried cousins?

In teaching us to, “turn the other cheek” (Matthew 5:39), is not Jesus showing us that the second blow inevitably ends in disaster: the only way to win is to walk away; the only way to win is to forgive and love our enemy … until we make of them our friends.  Walking away may take decades for the parties to cool down: but, it is far better result than the alternative.

What, besides mourn, did we do after 911?

Let’s not be naïve about this.  American culture depends entirely upon oil; our civilization is built on oil; we passed peak oil quite a while back and are now running out of oil: this is not an issue our politicians want to face or solve.  When the oil is gone, America is gone: possibly facing mass starvation.  Is stealing oil from other countries really the best solution?

What, besides mourn, have we done in the 25 years after 911?
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