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The LORD’s Final Prayer
“Jesus spoke these [words]: raising His eyes to [the] heaven, He said, “Father, the hour has come!  You glorified the Son, so that the Son could have glorified You; just as You gave Him authority [over] ALL flesh, so that ALL You have given Him, He will give to them life eternal.  Yet, this is [the] eternal life: that they would know You, the only True God and Jesus Christ, Whom You Sent.” — John 17:1-3

“I glorified You upon the Land[footnoteRef:1], completing the work, You have given Me, that I could have done[footnoteRef:2].  Now, Father, You glorified Me, in parity with Yourself — the glory I now have from the world’s existence, in parity with You.” — John 17:4-5 [1:  The promised land, Ha’Aretz, which may be a subtle inference to the reestablishment of paradise.]  [2:  The aorist subjunctive: both ideas are retained in translation.  This is the Great Eternal Subjunctive; that which no other human being in all of time and all of eternity, is able to approach, even in a small fraction.  The LORD Jesus Christ, Theanthropos is about to accomplish in final absolute totality — to thus be seen by all observers as Theandros.  The Great Eternal Subjunctive is made the Great Eternal Perfect.] 


“I illumined[footnoteRef:3] Your name to the people whom You gave Me from the world; Yours they now are; You gave them to Me.  They have defended Your Word.  Now they have known: that all whom You gave Me are in parity with You; since the teachings that You gave Me, I have given to them: [3:  Such a spectacular word, εφανέρωσα, the aorist from φανερόω, which indicates a blazing bright light, ought not be translated pusillanimously.  God’s Name is I AM.] 

· They received; 
· They truly knew I proceeded in parity from You; 
· They believed that You sent Me.[footnoteRef:4]” — John 17:6-8 [4:  It seems as if these saw something more than the fact that Jesus was just now standing here; they were enlightened; they had no superficial expectations about the overthrow of Rome; they had a deeper spiritual understanding of the war ahead: even when they did not yet see everything because the Spirit had not yet come.  These would continue to the Cross and beyond.] 


“I pray on their behalf; I do not pray on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those You have given Me, 
· Since they are Yours.  
· All Mine are Yours.  
· Yours, Mine.  
I have been glorified in them.” — John 17:9-10

“I am no longer in the world.  They are in the world.  I come to You Myself, Holy Father.  You protected them in Your Name, those whom You have given Me, so that they would be ONE, just as We.  While I am now (still) with them, I now (still) protect them in Your Name, which You have given Me.  I protected [them].  None of them were themselves destroyed except the son of the destruction, that the Scripture would be fulfilled.” — John 17:11-12

“Yet, now, I come to You Myself.  I said these things in the world that they would have the joy — My [joy] — having been fulfilled in themselves.  I have given them Your Word.” — John 17:13-14a

“The world[footnoteRef:5] hated them, since they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.  I do not pray that You would have raised them out of the world; but that You would have protected them from the evil.  They are not of the world just as I am not of the world.” — John 17:14b-16 [5:  Cosmos indicates earthlings, or unbelievers (Jew or Gentile); as opposed to promised landers, paradise or heaven seekers, or believers (Jew or Gentile).  This weight may apply in other places.  We need to watch for this weight.  A Christian is not a worldling; a Christian is a landling: this is not a matter of geography; it is “an affair of the heart”.] 


“You consecrated them in the truth.  Your Word is Truth.  Just as You sent Me into the World; I also sent them into the world.  I consecrate Myself on their behalf that they themselves would also be the ones having been consecrated in Truth.” — John 17:17-19

“Yet, I do not pray about these only; but also, about those believing in Me through their word; that they would all be ONE, just as 
· You, Father, in Me, 
· I also in You.  
· That they also would be in Us.  
· That the world would believe that You sent Me.” — John 17:20-21

“The glory You have given Me, I have also given to them, that they would be ONE, just as We [are] ONE:  
· I in them.  
· You in Me.  
· That they would be having been completed in ONE.  
· That the world would know that You sent Me.  
You loved them just as You loved Me.” — John 17:22-23

“Father, those You have given Me, I will that where I am, they would also be with Me, that they would behold My glory, which You have given Me, since You loved Me before [the] foundation of [the] world.” — John 17:24

“Righteous Father,  The world did not know You; yet, I knew You.  These knew that You sent Me.  I made known Your Name to them.  I will make known that the love with which You loved Me [is] in them, I also in them.” — John 17:25-26
________________
Jesus will pray again in the garden: most of the content of these prayers is unknown to us; He will also pray from the Cross; during His Resurrection ministry; and in His Ascension and Enthronement from heaven.  In His final public prayer before His Crucifixion, Jesus uses a very strange Greek word, παρά, which was translated as, “in parity with”.  Why was such an unusual translation chosen, when the usual, casual meaning of this preposition is beside or from?  Perhaps this will help us understand why.  After praying for the salvation of All flesh, Jesus says and John writes this.

“I glorified You upon the Land, completing the work, You have given Me, that I could have done.  Now, Father, You glorified Me, in parity with Yourself — the glory I now have from the world’s existence, in parity with You.” — John 17:4-5

“I illumined Your name to the people whom You gave Me from the world; Yours they now are; You gave them to Me.  They have defended Your Word.  Now they have known: that all whom You gave Me are in parity with You; since the teachings that You gave Me, I have given to them:
· They received; 
· They truly knew I proceeded in parity from You; 
· They believed that You sent Me.” — John 17:6-8

Jesus is speaking about His eternal relationship with His Heavenly Father in Glory, before the world was created (existed).  How can words like, “beside” or “from”, ever be strong enough to portray this mystery of the eternal Father and Son relationship: they cannot and do not.  “Parallel”, won’t work either.  “Same”, conveys the wrong idea too.  Even, “equality”, seems limp, under the circumstances.  Maybe, “pair”, would work.  The final realization struck: that the word, “parity”, used in modern conversation, conveys a sense of identity between pair or group members that makes the point.  Jesus, the Son, is “in parity with and from” the Father: becoming man and descending to the Land does not break or harm that “in parity relationship” in any way.

Failing to come up with a better solution; but also failing to understand what Jesus was talking about; nor having a grasp of the meaning of Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer: led to praying Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer repeatedly over the next several months.

At first I saw nothing.  Attempts at understanding yielded nothing.  Hours of study ended; else awaking from sleep, I returned to my computer to cling to this last verse, before I could sleep.  This is all I could grasp.

“I will make known that the love with which You loved Me [is] in them, I also in them.” — John 17:26

Clinging to that thought, I was able to sleep.

Eventually, the thought emerged that there was some sort of a connection between John 17:4-8 and 26; Jesus hadn’t changed His topic, He had just shifted His emphasis: He began talking about the relationship between Him and the Father, then He added the Apostles to that relationship, then their disciples, then all mankind: but, that is where He began in 17:1-3, isn’t it?

Suddenly, He stops using the word, παρά, to express relationship.  What words does He switch to?

“I am no longer in the world.  They are in the world.  I come to You Myself, Holy Father.  You protected them in Your Name, those whom You have given Me, so that they would be ONE, just as We.  While I am now (still) with them, I now (still) protect them in Your Name, which You have given Me.  I protected [them].  None of them were themselves destroyed except the son of the destruction, that the Scripture would be fulfilled.” — John 17:11-12

“The glory You have given Me, I have also given to them, that they would be ONE, just as We [are] ONE:  
· I in them.  
· You in Me.  
· That they would be having been completed in ONE.  
· That the world would know that You sent Me.  
You loved them just as You loved Me.” — John 17:22-23

It seems to me that Jesus has changed the idea of relationship from parity to oneness.  You and Me has become them.  Parity and oneness mean the same thing (in this context).

But, now Jesus changes once again and begins to use the term, love (αγάπη).  He even uses the same sort of phrase He used with parity (παρά): compare, “from the world’s existence” with “before [the] foundation of [the] world”.

“You loved them just as You loved Me.” — John 17:23

“Father, those You have given Me, I will that where I am, they would also be with Me, that they would behold My glory, which You have given Me, since You loved Me before [the] foundation of [the] world.” — John 17:24

“Righteous Father,  The world did not know You; yet, I knew You.  These knew that You sent Me.  I made known Your Name to them.  I will make known that the love with which You loved Me [is] in them, I also in them.” — John 17:25-26

The final change comes with the tiny word, in (εν): not just the love of the Father is in them: but, Jesus Himself is in them.

Perhaps we have never explored the idea of indwelling before: the Holy Spirit, the Son, and the Father all indwell us; we indwell them; they indwell each other, as they necessarily must.  These ideas are studies for a different day, a different place, a different time.  Let’s just see if we can discover what Jesus has to say about indwelling.  You also notice that the word, “in”, doesn’t always discusses indwelling.

I have been glorified in them.” — John 17:9-10

“I am no longer in the world.  They are in the world.  I come to You Myself, Holy Father.  You protected them in Your Name, those whom You have given Me, so that they would be ONE, just as We.  While I am now (still) with them, I now (still) protect them in Your Name, which You have given Me.  I protected [them].  None of them were themselves destroyed except the son of the destruction, that the Scripture would be fulfilled.” — John 17:11-12

“Yet, now, I come to You Myself.  I said these things in the world that they would have the joy — My [joy] — having been fulfilled in themselves.  I have given them Your Word.” — John 17:13-14a

“You consecrated them in the truth.  Your Word is Truth.  Just as You sent Me into the World; I also sent them into the world.  I consecrate Myself on their behalf that they themselves would also be the ones having been consecrated in Truth.” — John 17:17-19

“Yet, I do not pray about these only; but also, about those believing in Me through their word; that they would all be ONE, just as 
· You, Father, in Me, 
· I also in You.  
· That they also would be in Us.  
· That the world would believe that You sent Me.” — John 17:20-21

“The glory You have given Me, I have also given to them, that they would be ONE, just as We [are] ONE:  
· I in them.  
· You in Me.  
· That they would be having been completed in ONE.  
· That the world would know that You sent Me.  
You loved them just as You loved Me.” — John 17:22-23

“Righteous Father,  The world did not know You; yet, I knew You.  These knew that You sent Me.  I made known Your Name to them.  I will make known that the love with which You loved Me [is] in them, I also in them.” — John 17:25-26

What I believe we have uncovered is a picture of the Father’s and the Son’s parity of oneness in love through indwelling as it permeates the Apostles, and the Church through the spread of the Gospel, finally reaching the rest of the world, even though the world is the enemy of that Gospel love.

Love is not sex as Hollywood would have us believe.  Sex is physical, fleshly.

This love is spiritual, shared between the Father and the Son; inculcated in, and taught to the Apostles through the process of discipleship and engraved on their hearts by the power of the Holy Spirit; shared within us by the same process.  This is the sort of love that completes one another’s thoughts, their sentences; that duplicates their actions: because, they are that alike with one another, they have become that much like God the Father.  John calls this Oneness, parity.  I might even dare to call this the catholicity of the heart: not the worthless catholicity of the flesh.

A married couple after decades of praying together might reach such a relationship with each other: for, that is how this loving parity of Oneness develops and grows, by praying together.

The church that spends hours, even days praying together, might be graced with such a gift from the Father.  The church that spends hours, even days digesting the Word of God (verses 6, 14, 17) together, may be on its way to “thinking the Father’s thoughts after Him”.

The central, pivotal message of Moses, of Christ, of the Apostles, of the whole Bible’s teachings, is love God, love neighbor, love even enemies: with — Jesus shows us — not any kind of love: this spiritual kind of love defined in Jesus’ prayer.  The kind of love that indwells one another to the point that they begin to act and think alike even extending that love in outreach to outsiders.  They become One, because they are One.  Evangelism is the fruit of this love.

It is exactly at this point that I failed my life’s ministry for Christ: I taught congregations doctrine; I did not teach them love.  It is exactly at this point that you are failing in your ministry.  It is exactly at this point that your church is losing members, and no one understands why: they don’t know real love like this love; they don’t even feel loved.  What’s the point; nothing is real: they might as well waste their time somewhere else.

All doctrinal distinctions do to the Body of Christ is: cause divisions; cater to pride; incite arguments, fighting, and even wars; rip the churches in pieces; the concept of, I’m right and you’re wrong prevails.  Stop.  Turn around.  Love one another.

Forgive me.  “Open rebuke is better than secret love (Proverbs 27:5).”  Forgive me.  I do love you.  Be well.

Soli Deo Gloria





“I know that with my arrival[footnoteRef:6] fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the little flock.  Out of you yourselves men will stand up, speaking well established perversions[footnoteRef:7], to wrench away the disciples after themselves.” — Acts 20:29-30 [6:  Paul refers to his arrival in heaven; which would be a departure from earth.]  [7:  These διεστραμμένα are in the perfect passive: the most likely source of these is Jewish fables, such as Oral Torah.] 


[footnoteRef:8] [8:  If you have been blessed or helped by any of these meditations, please repost, share, or use any of them as you wish.  No rights are reserved.  They are designed and intended for your free participation.  They were freely received, and are freely given.  No other permission is required for their use.] 

